[Is appendicolith a reliable sign for acute appendicitis at MDCT?].
To determine the frequency of detection of appendicoliths on normal appendix at multidetector row computed tomography (MDCT) with multiplanar reconstructions (MPR). A senior radiologist, blinded to patient's surgical history, prospectively and independently reviewed abdominopelvic MDCT scans in 57 consecutive adult patients without symptoms suggesting appendicitis. Most patients had IV iodine injection, but no oral contrast. Thick (5 mm) and thin (1 mm) slices were analyzed on a workstation. MPR were available. Localization of the appendix, overall diameter, intraluminal gas and appendicolith were recorded. The appendix was visualized in 47/57 (82%). An appendicolith was found in 13%. Intraluminal gas was identified in 87%. The localization was retrocaecal (47%), mediocaecal (21%) or pelvic (32%). The mean overall diameter of the normal appendix was 6.7 mm +/- 1.2 (SD). Appendicolith was found in a significant number of normal patients at MDCT and don't represent a specific sign for appendicitis.